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With Hemispheric Trade Agreement on 
the Horizon, US Globalization Movement 
Gets Busy 


Watching the coverage of the still-unresolved US 
presidential election, one might almost believe 
that Vice President Al Gore and Texas Governor 
George W. Bush have differences to speak of. 
Turn on the news and you'll see partisan 
supporters of each candidate battling it out across 
the country, from the streets of Palm Beach, FL to 
Times Square in New York City. 


Although shades of gray may divide Gore and 
Bush on everything from the death penalty to the 
environment, there is one issue on which they are 
of one small mind: trade. They like it; the more 
liberalized the better. 


So while many American political movements have 
all but ground to a halt in the wake of the election 
deadlock, the anti-corporate globalization forces 
are gearing up for the next big battle - the 
proposed Free Trade Area of the Americas 
agreement (FTAA), intended to create one giant 
free trade zone, from the Arctic Circle to the 
southern tip of Tierra del Fuego. 


“If you liked NAFTA, you'll love the FTAA,” 
Canadian postal worker Dave Bleakney told 
hundreds of activists at the recent New England 
Global Action Conference held in Massachusetts. 
The conference brought together nearly 300 
activists from all across New England. And while 
participants discussed everything from the World 
Bank Bonds Boycott to women and the global 
economy, the FTAA campaign was at the center of 
the meeting. 


The main question: how to respond to the April 
20-22, 2001 Summit of the Americas in Quebec 
City at which 34 heads of state representing all of 
the South, North and Central American countries, 
plus the Caribbean (that’s everyone except for 
Cuba) will gather to determine the trading future 
of the hemisphere. In other words, do we shut it 
down or not? 


Shutting down Quebec City, explained Philippe 
Duhamel of the Quebecois activist group SalAMI 
(or ‘Dirty MAI’), may not be an option. It has 
already been announced that the summit will be 
the occasion of “the largest police and security 
operation in Canadian history,” including sealing 
off central Quebec City and limiting access to only 
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workers and residents with official identification 
cards. 


Besides, Duhamel concluded, “the real action 
around the FTAA starts right now.” Although the 
students, environmentalists and union members 
who attended the conference weren't necessarily 
of one mind on the ‘shut down’ question - the 
debate will likely continue for months - there was 
agreement that organizing around the FTAA is 
essential. 


“The best thing about this campaign,” noted Russ 
Davis, the Director of Massachusetts Jobs with 
Justice, a coalition of labor and community 
organizations and a co-sponsor of the conference, 
“is that it will bring unions back into the anti- 
corporate globalization movement.” Despite the 
much touted ‘Teamster-Turtle’ alliance that 
flourished on the streets of Seattle, said Davis, 
organized labor has been all but “missing in 
action” during more recent globalization events. 
Tensions between the political left - which 
supported Green Party Candidate Ralph Nader in 
the recent elections - and the AFL-CIO - which 
backed Vice President Gore - have made the 
alliance even more tenuous. Davis hopes that the 
FTAA campaign will bring the forces back 
together. “It is clearly in labor’s interest to oppose 
this trade agreement,” he said. “| think we'll see 
that in the streets.” 


There were plenty of signs at the Global Action 
Conference that such a rapprochement is already 
well under way. Paul Babin, a 20-year employee 
at a Massachusetts manufacturer that makes 
cockpit instruments for airplanes, learned recently 
that his company - a supplier to General Electric - 
would be moving almost half of its production to 
Reynosa, Mexico. His story, he said, was likely to 
be the story for much of American manufacturing 
if pro-employer free trade agreements continue to 
pass. The crowd also heard from an_ unusual 
association of workers in the logging industry, 
environmentalists and union members in Maine. 
The group, known as the Maine Workers Alliance, 
charged that multinational corporations have been 
virtually ravaging Maine’s forests for export back 
to Canada where they are milled. The logs are all 
but stolen from the state, they claimed, with few 
taxes paid and no benefits for the communities. 
While corporate trade has been bad news for trees 
in Maine, it has pulled together constituencies - 
loggers and environmentalists in particular - who 
have been bitterly divided in the past. 


Globalization activists are also hoping that in 
addition to attracting the support of 
manufacturing unions, the Free Trade Areas 
campaign will convince public sector unions that 
liberalized trade is a risky proposition for them 
too. Discussions have already begun regarding the 
potential impact of a hemispheric-wide free trade 
zone upon such services as public education, 
unemployment insurance and _ health = care. 
“Privatizing education, turning it into a business, 
was chosen as the number one priority for these 
negotiations,” wrote a Canadian trade union 
leader Arthur Sandborn in a recent issue of the 
Montreal Gazette. “This process seeks to end what 
the World Trade Organization calls the ‘public 
monopoly’ in education.” 


Elly Leary, the Vice President of UAW Local 2324, 
the union representing clerical and technical 
workers at Boston University, says that it would 
be short sited for public sector unions to sit out 
the campaign against the FTAA. “During the 
NAFTA debate, it was clearly the industrial unions 
that saw the fate of their members at stake. 
Unions in the public sector didn’t see that it was 
about them too. This time around, let’s hope they 
don’t make the same mistake.” 


With the Quebec City meeting still five months 
away, globalization activists have plenty of time to 
move into high gear. New England is likely to be 
at the forefront of the campaign given the region’s 
geographic and economic proximity to Canada. 
With this in mind, union members’ from 
Massachusetts, environmentalists from Maine and 
Vermont and students from just about everywhere 
want to make sure that every New Englander 
understands just what ‘FTAA’ stands for. “It’s the 
‘Fuck the Americas Agreement’!” yelled one young 
activist and conference participant. 


For more information on the FTAA mobilization, 
visit www. quebec2001. net 





J ennifer Berkshire. 
Contact: newsletter@attac.org 





U.S., Chile To Launch Bilateral Free 
Trade Agreement Negotiations 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
For Immediate Release 
November 29, 2000 


STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 
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The United States of America (USA) and Chile 
have agreed to. start negotiations on a 
comprehensive bilateral Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA). The FTA will build on the progress that has 
been made by the U.S.-Chile J oint Commission on 
Trade and Investment that was established during 
President Clinton's state visit to Chile in April 
1998. 


This endeavor reflects our mutual commitment to 
advancing free and open trade and investment in 
the Americas and around the world. 


The USA and Chile are both strong supporters of 
the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 
negotiations. The negotiation of a bilateral free 
trade agreement between us will provide further 
impetus for the FTAA negotiations. 


The United States and Chile reaffirm their strong 
commitment to the multilateral trading system 
and the launch of a New Round in 2001. 


The FTA will include labor and environmental 
provisions along the lines of the U.S.-J ordan FTA. 


| have directed Ambassador Charlene Barshefsky 
to assign a high priority to advancing negotiations 
for an FTA. 


EU Campaigns For New WTO Round in 
Chile 


1st Regional Seminar on New Issues in Chile 


The EU has launched a new initiative to help find 
consensuS on an agenda for World Trade 
Organisation negotiations. Starting in Santiago, 
Chile this week (29 November-1 December), the 
EU is holding a series of regional seminars on the 
so-called new issues for a_ trade round: 
investment, competition, the environment and 
trade facilitation. Commenting on the initiative, EU 
Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy said: "Our goal 
is to secure better understanding and of course 
support for our aims in different areas of the 
potential new Round. We are looking for the right 
level of ambition and a negotiating approach 
which will be acceptable to all, particularly 
developing countries with limited resources". This 
first meeting, hosted by the Government of Chile, 
will enable participants from WTO member 
countries in Latin America to explore these issues. 
Further seminars on the same lines will take place 
in South Africa and possibly Asia next year. 


Last year's failure to launch a new round of trade 
talks in Seattle was due partly to some WTO 
members’ doubts about expanding the agenda to 
include new issues. In particular, many developing 
countries said they were not ready to do so and 
preferred to stick to what they see as core items. 
That is why the EU has launched this initiative to 
enable more discussion and analysis of the 
potential scope and implications of WTO rules in 
new areas. To facilitate attendance, the EU 
decided to bring the discussion to participants in 
their regions, rather than expecting those from 
countries with limited means to come to Geneva. 
The format has been designed to be informal, to 
enable frank discussion unimpeded by the 
pressures of negotiation. 


Here are some of the questions that could be 
explored: 

- How could international investment rules help 
improve the investment climate and create new 
opportunities for local business ? 

- How should a competition policy be designed to 
maximise business opportunities ? 

- Does environmental protection have to mean 
environmental protectionism ? 

- How could the WTO simplify import, export and 
customs procedures ? 


Participants are expected to include trade 
negotiators, government officials, representatives 
from international organisations, representatives 
of the business community and, in the interests of 
gathering as wide an audience as_ possible, 
officials from investment boards, competition 
authorities and environment ministries. 


Seminar contributions will be published, and 
should help to create a dynamic network of those 
involved in the issues at policy-making level. 


Please see also: 

- Exploring the issue relating to Trade and 
Environment 

- Exploring the issue relating to Trade and 
Competition 

- Exploring the issue relating to Trade and 
Investment 

- Exploring the issue relating to Trade and Trade 
Facilitation 


WTO Tidbits 
The Cairns Group wishes to educate the public 


concerning the advantages of a system of 
liberalisation of foodstuffs. 
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This educational programme will seek the support 
of movements of consumers and _ tax-payers, 
especially within the European Union, to make 
known the disastrous financial and environmental 
effects of their policy of subsidies to exports, 
which bring down market prices and cause over- 
production. These subsidies, according to the 
group, could be used for lowering taxes. Whereas, 
for the EU, they help bring into being an 
agriculture which is multi-functional. 


In fact, the benefits accruing from _ total 
liberalisation of foodstuffs are dubious to say the 
least. According to the FAO, Mozambique is not 
going to follow the advice of the IMF to liberalise 
its sugar industry, too weak to absorb the 
enormous costs this would entail. 


UNCTAD report on the Least Advanced Countries 
for 2000 


22 among the 48 Least Advanced Countries have 
seen their per capita income _ stagnate or 
depreciate. Only 15 (of which 7 are in Asia) have 
seen their per capita GNP grow by more than 2% 
annually in the period 90-98. For most of them, 
recent increases in petrol prices may well have 
disastrous effects. 


African NGOs campaign against AGOA, the US bill 
for "Growth & Opportunity in Africa". 


The campaign aims to alert governments and the 
public in Africa about the dangers of this bill, 
which took effect on 1st October, and which 
promises duty-free and quota-free access to US 
markets for a selection of African products. This is 
a promise of doubtful value in that the eligible 
products are those said to be "non-sensitive 
imports", meaning they are without negative 
effects on US producers - a status determined by 
the US Trade Representative and the US 
Commission on International Trade. The same 
goes for the free access for textiles and clothing of 
African origin only products using cloth and 
thread produced in the US will be eligible. A 
certain number of other conditions are also 
imposed, including economic policies based on the 
market, the removal of obstacles to US trade and 
investment, and the protection of intellectual 
property. The countries concerned must also 
pledge that they will do nothing to impair US 
national security. The official website ends by 
saying that "these criteria have been warmly 
welcomed by a very large majority of African 
nations, which are working to achieve these 
objectives." 


Synergy between trade and environment? 


The WTO and the UNEP (UN Environment 
Programme) want to develop cooperation between 
the WTO and the Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements (MEAs). The EU and Switzerland 
reiterated their position, which consists’ in 
favouring greater clarity in the relations between 
MEAs and the WTO. However, a large number of 
developing countries, as well as the US, are still 
opposed to this concept. 


Progress on implementation remains slow. 


A certain number of developing countries are not 
satisfied with the progress that should have been 
made in this field, and want their desiderata to be 
taken into account before any new steps are 
taken. This applies particularly to India, Pakistan 
and the African group of countries. India points 
out that the report, described as "encouraging" by 
the EU, Japan, Korea and the US, in fact makes no 
mention of the difficulties engendered by the anti- 
dumping and anti-subsidy arrangements of the 
industrial countries. 


ASEM meeting 


The leaders of 25 countries of Europe and Asia 
met for the 3rd ASEM assembly. Although there 
was no formal consensus on the point, it was 
nevertheless recognised that it would be difficult 
to launch a new round. At present, a third of EU 
imports come from, and 25% of its exports go to, 
the Asian region. 


Brazil threatens to oppose a new round 


Brazil has threatened to oppose a new WTO round 
if an agricultural pact is not reached first. 
Meanwhile, the US Senate has approved a 
budgetary bill on agriculture which includes the 
Byrd amendment. This allocates income generated 
by anti-dumping rights and counter measures to 
US companies. Japan and the EU regret this 
clause, considering it protectionist. The EU has 
warned that it could give rise to disputes at the 
WTO. 


US Congress resolution against the Burmese 
military régime 


The US House of Representatives has confirmed 
the taking of sanctions against the Burmese 
régime. 
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Qatar throws in the towel 


Qatar, up to now the only country volunteering to 
house the WTO Trade Ministers Conference, has 
taken back its offer. The reasons given are the 
lack of hotel rooms, and the possibility of the 
conference date coinciding with the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan. 


Work group "International Treaties", 
omc.marseille@attac.org Wherever you live, you 
can help this theme group. Just contact them! 
Thanks. 





Nice 2000 - Alert on the 133 


In its text on extension at the qualified majority, 
the Intergovernmental conference (CIG) goes 
straight to the goal. For Pascal Lamy, leader of 
this conference, democracy is a pain. Indeed. He 
suggests, nothing less than the suppression of the 
veto right open to any member state in the 
negotiation of commercial agreements signed in 
the article 133 CE of the Amsterdam treaty. He 
even includes the services, the investments and 
intellectual property in the application field of this 
article in which he proposes a complete revision. 


Motivations are not explicit in the CIG but 
nevertheless easily detectable after a further 
reading. We will summarise their content and the 
important points tackled during the introduction, 
of the article 133 and the proposed protocols. 


THE INTRODUCTION 


The abolition of the veto right open to each 
member state had to be justified. The excuse 
offered will probably be re served any time: The 
growth of the European Union. In view of a 30 
members Europe, according to Pascal Lamy, a 
solution had to be found to prevent any blocked 
case provoked by the veto right generated by an 
unanimous vote. No doubt the supporters of this 
solution will try to disqualify systematically all the 
alternatives able to bring a response to a blocked 
situation without reforming the principle of 
unanimity and the veto right. 


In order to reach two goals, the new text 
introduces in the trade what was excluded before, 
which are the services, including of course the 
public services, and the private professions 
(doctors, solicitors, bailiffs, &) as well as the 
investment and intellectual property. This will 
probably trigger some battles from the citizen of 
some members states about privatisation of public 


services and marketing of intellectual property, 
which will not only affect artistic production, but 
medical, scientific and genetic discoveries at the 
same time. For the next commercial agreements 
organised by the WTO (World Trade Organisation) 
(including AGCS) to be adopted fast, without 
obstacle or protest, the veto right has to be 
abolished. This is the main thing to remember 
about intentions of this text suggested by 
industrial lobbies for which the commission doors 
are wide open, even the red carpet unrolled, 
especially for the ERT (European Round Table for 
Industrials). This is what suggests the sentence 
Under the light of the latest discussions in the 
introduction. 


These discussions have led to 2 options that we 
will see further. But this is not all. The CIG 
representatives are invited, at the end of the 
introduction, to think about mediums that could 
be qualified as introduction of the AMI in the 
Amsterdam treaty. Because the last paragraph of 
the introduction must lead to understand that we 
must find the mediums to expand to all human 
activities, sources of financial profits, the system 
allowing the industrials and financial experts to 
take advantage of it, to lock it, and to hold it 
under WTO control. The terms used leave no 
doubts. Listening to them lead to think that they 
want to establish the WTO as leader of the World 
Nation. 


THE OPTIONS 1 AND 2 


Very similar, except that the option 2 does not 
include the investment in the application field of 
the article 133. Except that the disposition N°5 in 
the first option has been deleted while it has been 
modified in the option N°2. But they are 
fundamentally identical; because they both 
suppress the unanimous vote (veto right), by 
instituting in its clause n°4 the vote at a qualified 
majority, while the unanimity is planned at 
original clause 5 which excludes the sectors 
included in the new clauses. 


But the point requiring all attention is the 
consultative committee provided for on clause 3. 
Indeed, the abolished veto right gives unofficially 
nearly all rights to this committee called 
committee 133 which has normally only a 
consultation role. But in reality, it seems to be the 
demanding speaker of the WTO and lobbies for 
which the slavish Commission submits the 
propositions to the council, represented by the 
Nations Leaders or the member nations 
Governments that have to voice or not their 
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agreement (ratify). The powers of this committee 
are immense. Among others, it is competent in all 
matters covered by the WTO, it is through it that 
the agreements made in the frame of the 
generalised preference system and then it is this 
Committee that would be during the negotiation, 
from July 2001, for the liberalisation of the 
exchanges between the Union and the Mercosur 
Countries. The Committee 133 appears to be a 
wolf in the sheep pen. It would prepare the texts, 
would propose them to the commission that write 
them, in tight collaboration with the lobbies, which 
was expected. But above all, it imposes its 
directives in the name of the Commission although 
it as no right to do so. In addition, the negotiators 
are only responsible in front of their administrative 
management. In _ fact, to summarise, the 
committee 133 is a legitimating tool of the WTO 
and its lobbies. 


This system is perfectly locked, too. The most 
important lock being placed at cause 5 of the 
option 2 : once ratified to the qualified majority, 
the protocol in appendix at option 2, that would be 
imposed to all member States, would be itself 
amendable this time on the double condition of 
unanimity and parliamentary consultation! This is 
what we call the ratchet effect 


THE PROTOCOL 


It is mainly used to lock the system even tighter, 
because it set a unique procedure for the 
negotiations, whatever the area concerned is (Art. 
2), it operates a competence transfer from the EU 
and the member States towards the Commission 
that would speak in their name. Each member 
State would not have the opportunity to expose its 
own point of view and would have no control on 
work drive between the Commission and the WTO 
(Art.3). However, it is let to believe there is a 
possible debate for the claims of a member State. 
But it is rather a pseudo discussion because the 
output is submitted to the other member States 
before been submitted to the WTO. Which appear 
to be logical because it is up to the Commission to 
submit the proposition to the WTO and it does it in 
the name of all the member States (Art. 4) 


But it would not be the worst if the commission, 
with its new power, was the real master of the 
orientation of debates with the WTO and, above 
all, their conclusion. But even if the text does not 
explicitly say it, we can guess by reading the very 
suggestive terms that put the Commission in 
position of the one that proposes, and the WTO in 
position of the one that executes. Although, 


proposition are the will of WTO via the Committee 
133 . The Council is only there to legitimate its 
will (Art.5) 


At last, to finish. In case of conflict (Art7 and 8) 
the protocol, like in the AMI, 2 cases only are 
planned : Multinational company(ies) against 
State(s) or State(s) against State(s), there is no 
hypothesis of State(s) against company(ies). As 
during the work drive, the member State(s) 
concerned are represented by the Commission 
that must watch the Unity of the EU. 


If this sounds like solidarity, it is not the case at 
all. Unity actually means agreement. All the 
member States must agree on the defence to give 
because , again, it is the Commission that speaks 
in the name of all, even if only one State was 
aimed at. But this is not all, the State(s) involved 
would be submitted to a supra national jurisdiction 
: the ORD (Organisation Ruling Disagreements) all 
devoted to the liberal cause, from which position 
are known in advance in an explicit way since the 
disagreement, in the frame of the ALENA, which 
opposed a US multinational to the Canadian State 
that had to cancel a law made to protect the 
environment and give compensation to the US 
multinational of the planned lost profits caused by 
this law. The ORD had _ authorised’ the 
multinational to carry on polluting the rivers. 


After the WTO Leader of the World State, The 
ORD Supreme International Court ? 


There are no doubts on the intention of this CIG 
and the revision of the article 133 : open wide the 
doors to liberalisation to everything with no citizen 
control and no return possible. We must not let 
them do that; otherwise we will just have to fold 
our banners and shout alone indoors. We must not 
buy the rope for them to hang us with! LETS ALL 
GO TO NICE ON THE 6TH OF DECEMBER! 


Jean Marc fiorese.nordessonne@attac.org 


Translation : Simon DELODE Volunteer translator 
coorditrad@attac. org 





Nice 2000 - In Nice 


Dissident mouths are being gagged in Nice. At the 
moment, Nice is becoming a military zone: 15,000 
police and army personnel (RAID - French 
Gendarmerie...) are expected, but the Town 
Council and Prefecture are leaving no freedom to 
express the ideas that - of course - are not so 
fortunate as to please them. We would like to 
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remind them that respecting democracy and the 
use of liberties does not depend on personal taste. 


The ETUC (European Trade Union Confederation) 
and the European Social Movement's 
demonstration route has, indeed, been authorised, 
but reluctantly ( refer to the maps_ on 
http: //attac. org/nice2000/ ). However, as regards 
overnight accommodation for 5th December 
onwards, for the counter-summit, organising 
forums, symposiums, conferences, debates, etc., 
the Town Hall and Prefecture have given no 
authorisations whatsoever - when they haven't 
simply forgotten to confirm authorisations given 
orally. 





Over 60,000 people are expected on 6th 
December for the demonstration. Up to 10,000 
may still be there on the morning of the 7th to 
encircle the European Summit pacifically, in a 
demonstration of our discontent, to express our 
preoccupations and to present our proposals. The 
counter-summit events planned for the evenings 
of the 6th, 7th and 8th by hundreds of trade union 
associations and political parties on the future of 
Europe, on - or rather against - the Chart of 
Fundamental Rights, on the way in which the 
European Commission works, on _ improving 
democracy and on applying rights in an open 
Europe as the main drive for building the Union, 
will take place. Where? How? All vacant locations 
that could be used to hold these meetings and 
favour exchange, all available places that could 
house these thousands of people for the night 
remain at the discretion of the Town Hall and 
Prefecture. 


None of the authorities, whether locally or 
nationally, have yet replied to the associations, 
trade unions and political parties' requests. The 
Nice Organising Coalition, constrained and forced 
by this unacceptable attitude that is gagging the 
right to free expression, fettering our most 
fundamental liberties, will carry out symbolic 
action on Saturday 25th to denounce this 
situation. 


Translation : Amanda Galbe coorditrad@attac. org 





Nice 2000 - ATTAC’s Program 


6 December 

- 12:00 - ACTION: ATTAC jumps into the sea. 
“Let’s Get our Feet Wet to Save Social Rights”. 
Rendezvous beach “Beau Rivage, promenade des 
Anglais”. Map 

- 12:30 - Press Conference Beach “Beau Rivage” 


- 02:00/06:00 pm - ACTION: Demonstration, 
rendezvous boulevard Verany (Next to the 
Abattoirs) Map 

- 07:00 pm - FORUM: Street Meetings “European 
Words” (venues to be confirmed) 

- 09:00 pm - FORUM: “Corporate Globalization 
and Europe” Facilitated by Susan George, ATTAC 
vice-president with European representatives of 
networks. Venue: salle Serge Leyrit 15 r Fornéro 
Ménei Map 


7 December 

- 07:00/12:30 am - ACTION: “To Make Ourselves 
Heard”. Peaceful encircling of the Acropolis, venue 
of the European Summit. Map 

- 11:00/03:00 pm - ACTION: “End Tax Havens in 
Europe”, rendezvous: see Board, Av. Lyautey 

- 02:30/04:00 pm - FORUM: “International 
shipping. Let’s stop the flags of convenience”. 
Venue: salle Serge Leyrit 15 r Fornéro Ménei Map 
- 04:00/06:00 pm FORUM: “The case against the 
EU’s WTO-policy” With Pierre Tartakowsky 
(ATTAC), Erik Wesselius (Corporate Europe 
Observatory) Alexandra Wandel, (Friends of the 
Earth Europe), Kenneth Haar (SOS WTO, 
Denmark). Venue: salle Serge Leyrit 15 r Fornéro 
Ménei Map 

- 09:00 pm - FORUM: “The Tobin Tax within the 
Euro Zone”. Venue: Claj- PACA, av. Scudéri (bus 
15, 22) 


Print the program from a_ PDF format: 
http://www. attac.org/nice2000/progattac. pdf 
Read the program (and more _ information) 
http: //attac. org/nice2000/ 








Nice 2000 - Tips 


Information: According to local daily paper Nice 
matin, several dozen CRS riot police groups will be 
controlling traffic around the security perimeter 
and giving access to it, in addition to French Navy 
vessels; a frigate; a squadron of civilian, army and 
medical helicopters; and Army and Police special 
units the GIPN, RAID, GSIGN, GIGN, EPIGN and 
GSPR. A special permanent legal contingent will be 
set up at the Auvare police station (Auvare 
barracks near the Diables Bleus, that's where the 
detention centre is that's "expecting" a lot of 
people. There is a transit area at the airport that 
may also be used if necessary.). The Prime 
Minister will be decreeing for Nice airport to be 
"under blockade". It is being said that mobile 
phones will not work - it may well be true. 


Notice boards: 31, av. du Maréchal Lyautey. There 
are two types of notice board: the first is for 
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announcements concerning forums and actions, 
tracts, etc. The second is for personal messages. 


Legal aid: 04 93 80 10 36 

Thanks to the help of the League for Human 
Rights and a number of its voluntary legal experts, 
legal aid should be available. Contact them the 
event of an emergency. 


Useful address: Alpes-Maritimes Counter-Summit 
Organising Coalition 

31, avenue du Maréchal Lyautey - 06000 Nice 
Telephone lines: 04 93 62 45 44 - 04 93 80 47 89 
- 04 93 80 46 68 - 04 93 80 45 72 - 04 93 80 49 
35 - 04 93 80 29 38 


From "Mini demonstrator's guide" edited by 
Coalition for another Charter soon _ online 
http: //attac.org/nice2000/ and available in Nice 
on the 6th 





Nice 2000 - Tax Havens 


A GAME OF FINANCIAL HIDE AND SEEK IN TAX 
HAVENS - FIRST ROUND 


Using this title (originally "cache-cash party dans 
les paradis" in French), the local group ATTAC-09 
(Association for the Taxation of financial 
Transactions for the Aid of Citizens), organised an 
event last Sunday 19th November to inform the 
public about legal and financial havens. 


On the RN 20 road from Toulouse to Andorra (a 
famous tax haven), drivers met ATTAC militants 
from Ariége, with the support of friends from 
Toulouse and neighbouring regions. Around 60 
militants disguised as judges joined others 
handing out leaflets at 15 points along the road, 
acting out the role of unusual hitch-hikers. They 
denounced the problems facing magistrates when 
they investigate operations concerning dirty 
money, various types of trafficking and all kinds of 
financial crime in finance havens in finance 
havens. 


The operation - which received a good reception 
from the majority of drivers (traffic was in no way 
disrupted) - invited citizens to take militant action 
so that our governments (timid to say the least in 
their fight against financial delinquency) take 
measures to improve international legal and fiscal 
co-operation, with the aim of dismantling tax 
havens and implementing the Tobin Tax. 


This event was part of preparations for the Nice 
demonstrations at the Euro-Summit on 6th-9th 


December. Many of the Ariége group will be there 
to ask Europe's leaders for the necessary legal 
measures, amongst others. 


ATTAC 09 attacO9@attac.org 





Additional note: significant symbolical action is 
planned during the Nice events to denounce 
Europe's tax havens on 7th December at the end 
of the morning's activities. If you would like to 
take part in it, sign up by e-mail to: 
attacO6@attac.org. 





Translation : Amanda Galbe coorditrad@attac. org 





The Alternative Summit : a successful 
beginning 


Marseilles was the scene of three days of 
mobilisation against liberal globalisation in the 
Mediterranean region. A first-ever meeting 
mobilising the whole Mediterranean region, with 
Palestinian, Sahrawi, Italian, Tunisian, Moroccan, 
Algerian, Lebanese, Spanish and French activists. 


Thursday, 9th November: starting from 9h 30, 
the Institut de Formation des Maitres, on the 
Canebiére, historic high street leading from the 
Vieux Port (Old Harbour) through the centre of 
town, was taken over by 300 summiteers from 
both shores of the Mediterranean. The morning 
was given over to workshops on the various 
analyses drawn up by the organisations which 
signed the Geneva Appeal. When all these initial 
critical considerations of the economic and social 
consequences of the Euro- Mediterranean 
Partnership (EMP) were pooled, it became very 
clear that peoples' organisations all round the 
Mediterranean were determined to break the 
silence which had hitherto prevailed about the 
Barcelona Process. At the end of a plenary 
session characterized by lively and 
uncompromising debate, a final manifesto was 
adopted. This text will constitute the frame of 
reference for building a coordinated network in the 
region. "The Alternative Summit" has requested 
an audience with Hubert Védrine, French Foreign 
Minister, before the Inter-Ministerial Conference 
on 15 and 16 November, in order to present him 
with the manifesto. The day ended with a cultural 
evening at the South Docks, attended by some 
thousand people. After several short speeches, 
music took over, and went on until the first light 
of dawn. 


Friday, 10th November 80 organisers from 
different movements met together to plan, on the 
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basis of the manifesto adopted the previous day, 
the coordination of the different movements of 
resistance to liberalism in the Mediterranean 
region. A committee, formed out of all the 
organisations present at the meeting, will work to 
extend the network, share out its work and draw 
up an agenda for networking. A provisional 
secretariat was named, consisting of the 
organisers of the Alternative Summit (the ATTAC 
Mediterranean Group, Méditerranée Solidaires(s) 
et Collectif, "The World is not a Commodity"). 
This secretariat will set up the first networking 
tools (work — groups, website, projected 
publications) and arrange to be present at the 
next international meetings (Nice, Dakar, Porto 
Alegre). 


Saturday, 11th November : 3000 demonstrators 
in the streets of Marseilles. Plenty of ATTAC flags: 
more than 20 local Attac groups (from 
Carcassonne, Nice, Lyon, Montpellier, Gap, 
Avignon, and all places between) took part in the 
demonstration. The main watchwords concerned 
debt cancellation, the Tobin tax, and the rights of 
peoples to go their own way. The procession 
attracted attention when it passed in front of the 
Tunisian consulate, and demanded freedom and 


democracy in Tunisia, and a general amnesty for 
political prisoners. 


The next occasion is planned for 2001, on the 
southern shore of the Mediterranean. 


For further information, contact : 
secretariat-euromed@attac.org 





NB: you can view a photo report on "Operation 
Sardine". For the people of Marseilles, the "sardine 
that blocked the Vieux Port" is the archetypal 
fisherman's yarn. This was staged to remind the 
Foreign Ministers meeting in the town for the 
Euromed Summit, that another Summit was held 
in Marseilles, to formulate proposals other theirs. 
A sardine with a message! 


Just like the sardine blocking the Vieux Port, a 
grain of sand can get into the wheels of the 
splendid neo-liberal mechanism which the Euro- 
Mediterranean Partnership intends to impose in 
the region, against the wishes of the populations 
whether of the South or the North. 

Photo report on: 

www. informationcitoyenne.org/attac: 





International Calendar. 


Until the next issue of the Newsletter here are few international meeting dates. For further information 
please see: http://www.globenet.org/aitec/calendrier/calendrier.htm In order to complete this calendar, 





please send any information at : aitec@globenet.org 





Nov 30: Building a World of Citizens. One Year after Seattle. International Gathering in Paris Grande Halle 


de la Villette 


Dec 1: Building a World of Citizens. One Year after Seattle. International Gathering in Paris Grande Halle de 


la Villette 


Dec 2: Building a World of Citizens. One Year after Seattle. International Gathering in Paris Grande Halle de 
la Villette // European Marches assembly of the unemployment fights coalitions La Villette, Paris, France 
Dec 3: European Marches assembly of the unemployment fights coalitions La Villette, Paris, France 

Dec 4: European Marches assembly of the unemployment fights coalitions La Villette, Paris, France 


Dec 6: Demonstrations and Counter-Summit in Nice 


